


OUR MISSION
Climate change is harming our health, finances, and natural 
spaces. Smaller communities like Menlo Park have the power to 
spark solutions.

Menlo Spark unites businesses, residents, and government 
partners to achieve a climate-neutral Menlo Park by 2025.  A 
non-profit, community-based organization, we weave together 
transformational energy, transportation, land use and building 
policies that promote community prosperity, bolster economic 
vitality, and protect civic heritage. 

Climate leadership depends on small cities like Menlo Park. 
With populations between 10,000 and 100,000 people, 
communities like ours are responsible for four times more 
emissions with twice as many total residents as cities with 
500,000 people or more. 

Menlo Spark’s vision combines financing of what already makes economic 
sense, piloting forward thinking approaches, and changing incentives for 
every business and resident to help ourselves and the city succeed.  Doing so 
creates a more prosperous, healthier Menlo Park.  

Menlo Park’s efforts, combined with like-minded communities nationwide, 
can catalyze a larger movement of small cities with tremendous potential for 
limiting the devastating impacts of climate change. 

PRIORITIES

Partner with city government 
to amplify current projects, 

support new efforts, and help 
connect with best practices in 

other communities.

Engage deeply with 
community residents  

to demand action, build a 
network of active supporters, 

and identify steps that everyone 
can take to reduce carbon 

emissions.

Network with businesses 
and community institutions 

such as churches and 
schools to generate support, 
provide technical assistance 
to implement projects and 
organize collective efforts.



How Menlo Park Can Become 
Climate Neutral by 2025
Menlo Park has made progress reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions since adopting its first Climate Action 
Plan in 2009. In 2013, the City adopted a 27 percent GHG reduction goal to match 2005 levels by 2025. It was a 
solid municipal target for its time and the City appears on track to reach that goal.

To reach climate neutrality (this means community-wide we have net zero carbon emissions), our Pathway to 
Zero shows each step based on proven measures already used in other cities.

PATHWAY TO ZERO

Menlo Spark began when a dedicated group of community members with diverse interests and experience 
joined together to promote long-term economic vitality, equity, and quality of life in Menlo Park by addressing 
the urgent threat of climate change. We believe that Menlo Park, with its highly engaged residents and unique 
resources in the heart of Silicon Valley, can be a national leader in sustainability and climate action.

OUR VISION
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TRANSFORMATIVE  
CHANGE:

Fossil Free Buildings
Menlo Spark has advocated for and supported 
Green Buildings standards through the City 
of Menlo Park General Plan Update adopted 
in late 2016. The policy includes advanced 
sustainable building and 100% renewable 
energy (fossil free) standards for most new 
developments. We are working to expand these 
requirements city-wide and to other cities.

TRANSFORMATIVE CHANGE: 

Clean Grid Power
Peninsula Clean Energy, a community choice energy 
program in San Mateo County, launched in October 
2016. Menlo Spark worked with allies to ensure a local 
clean energy focus, with a commitment to attain 100% 
carbon-free power. PCE now provides 85% carbon-free 
power County-wide at a slight discount, and is on a path 
to 100% Renewable power by 2025.

BREAKTHROUGH  
LEADERSHIP:

Electric (Zero Emission) Vehicles
Menlo Spark promotes clean electric vehicles 
through public events with free test drives of 
electric cars, bikes & scooters. Our community 
network engaged with the City of Menlo Park 
to develop one of the most advanced policies 
supporting EV Charging Infrastructure, and 
continue to work with cities and counties 
promoting an approach of EVs for EVeryone.

GREATEST SUCCESSES



PROJECTS
Menlo Spark collaborates with local government, businesses, residents, and top experts to apply proven 
sustainability measures to Menlo Park through community engagement. So far, we’ve made a lot of progress along 
the Pathway to Zero – our roadmap for a climate neutral, healthy, prosperous Menlo Park -- with these projects:

Zero Waste
We helped the City of Menlo 
Park adopt a new Zero Waste 

Ordinance in 2017.

Community Projects
We collaborated with Facebook, 

the City of Menlo Park, and 
GRID Alternatives to install solar 

power for low-income home-
owners in Belle Haven, saving 
$600 per year for each family. 
So far over 50 homes in Belle 
Haven and East Palo Alto have 

received free solar.

Priorities for the Future
Every year we will add new 
measures, collaborations, 

projects and initiatives from 
Carbon Negative Building 

Materials  to Solar Emergency 
Microgrids for schools, moving 

closer to zero carbon with 
each step. 

Alternatives to Driving
We are working with diverse 

coalitions of community, 
equity, health and mobility 
advocates, city and agency 

staff, and civic leaders 
to ensure that regional 
and county funding for 

transportation supports safe 
bike routes, complete streets, 

improved public transit, 
and more mobility choices 
for everyone. We support a 

revitalized Dumbarton Corridor 
that benefits the surrounding 

communities as well as 
commuters.

Energy Efficiency for 
Existing Buildings

We created an integrated 
guide on Energy Services for 

Low-Income Families with help 
from Stanford students who 
evaluated current programs 
and interviewed community 

members to combine a 
patchwork of programs into a 

more accessible flyer.  

Phase out Natural Gas
We have created a Green 

Renovations and Fossil Free 
Homes guide for homeowners; 

and we helped launch pilot 
programs with Peninsula Clean 

Energy to help home and 
building owners replace natural 

gas heating and appliances 
with clean electric models.  

Sustainable Living
The Menlo Green Challenge 

launched in June 2016 to help 
households lower their carbon 
footprint with climate action. 
The 450 households taking 
the Challenge have reduced 
120 tons of carbon so far. The 

Challenge will soon go county-
wide, working with schools 

and faith-based groups. 

Cleaner Industries



ADVISORY BOARD

STAFF

MITCH SLOMIAK, 
CHAIR 
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Officer
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Chief Executive Officer, 
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SUSAN BELL, 
FINANCIAL ADVISOR
Principal, Susan Bell & 
Associates

KATIE FERRICK
Director of Community 
Affairs, LinkedIn

BRENT HARRIS
Director of Strategic 
Initiatives, Facebook

MATT JAMES
Senior Counselor, GMMB

KRISTIN KUNTZ-
DURISETI
Managing Editor of 
Climatic Change

JUAN SALAZAR
Associate Manager of 
State Political Outreach, 
Facebook

CECILY HARRIS
Strategic Advisor



OUR FUNDERS

As the impacts of climate change grow more severe, Menlo Park and other cities will eventually be 
required by state and federal mandates to pursue more aggressive climate action. Leading this economic 
transformation allows Menlo Spark to smooth the transition to a zero carbon economy, attract more 
dynamic industries, protect our livability and become an incubator for sustainable prosperity.

OUR FUTURE

A MODEL FOR CITIES EVERYWHERE
Menlo Park, with its highly engaged citizenry, location and unique resources in the heart of Silicon Valley can 
be a national leader in sustainability and climate change, generating massive local benefits while serving as a 
replicable model for similar cities and towns across the country. 

Menlo Spark’s vision can be achieved with your help. Join community leaders, nonprofit partners, corporations, 
foundation and government funders today to help Menlo Park become climate neutral by 2025.



menlospark.org

facebook.com/menlospark2025
twitter.com/MenloSpark2025
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